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Outline of the presentation

• Globalisation of the Finnish ICT 
industry

• Driving forces in the ICT sector

• Public sector goals and strategy 
for EUREKA co-operation

• Benefits of the EUREKA model

• EUREKA as a part of European 
Research Area
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Shift from local activities to global 
business 

1920’s … 1980’s           1990’s               2000’ s …
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Driving forces in the ICT sector

Innovations based on open 
innovation, living labs, 
and user involvement

Structural change in the value 
creation of products

Globalization of business 
and innovation

Increasing role of the public 
sector research
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Tekes is fostering growth and renewal 
of industries 

start-ups, young innovative 
companies and growth 
companies

strong knowledge and 
competence base for 
innovation

Focus is on  

and on  
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In EUREKA Tekes puts emphasis on 
business and market impact

Focus on industrial relevance:

• Potential for growth and business 
impact are the main criteria. 

• Tekes is supporting only public 
sector players that co-operate with 
Finnish companies.

Bottom-up processes: 

• Close connection to company 
needs,

• No specific budget allocation, 

• No deadlines for project proposals. 
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Tekes funding to EUREKA projects
Million euros
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Finnish participants’ own assessment of 
benefits has been positive

• a flexible and relatively well-functioning 
framework for cooperation,

• effective processes for fostering 
international cooperation,

• EUREKA is particularly appropriate 
instrument for SMEs, because of its 
market-oriented nature and relatively low 
administrative burden. 

• EURIPIDES fulfills the needs of the 
Finnish companies in the field of 
heterogeneous integration and smart 
electronics
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Emphasis on co-operation with value 
chain partners and on participation in 
innovation ecosystems

• Co-operation with technology 
providers, subcontractors and 
customers 

• Supports marketing efforts and 
international visibility. 

Horizontal cooperation

• Is used in projects coordinated by research institutions 
and large companies

• Aims at complementing  participants’ competence with 
other expertise and for benchmarking technology 
development. 
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EUREKA projects also strengthen co-
operation with domestic participants

• Public sector research units or national 
driver companies are the centre of 
gravity of the national consortium.

• Coupling EUREKA clusters projects and 
national technology programmes is 
beneficial, too. 
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Finnish participation in the European 
Research Area in the ICT sector

The European innovation environment is complex and confusing for the 
R&D community, and in particular for SMEs. 

European strategic programmes R&D programmes
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Both top-down and bottom-up 
approaches are needed

Top-down

• Joint technology initiatives 
enable the implementation 
of large, integrated R&D 
programmes based on 
European SRAs.

Bottom-up

• Projects are based on the needs of 
the participants themselves.

• Evaluation of projects is near to 
companies which is important for 
SME projects.

European strategic programmes R&D programmes
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To sum up, Eureka clusters play a vital 
role in the European R&D and 
innovation framework 
• They emphasize bottom-up co-operation between European 

companies and in particular European SMEs,

• Provide access to European business value chains and 
innovation ecosystems. 

Finland is committed to fund new 
EUREKA projects but is also ready 
to coordinate EUREKA with JTIs, 
the Framework Programme and 
national programmes.
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Thank you

Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovatio n

Kari Tilli, D. Sc (Tech.) 
Director, Telecommunications and electronics industries 
Tekes - Finnish Funding Agency for Technology  and 
Innovation 

Kari.Tilli@tekes.fi 
www.tekes.fi


